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PRICE ONE FARTHING

Supernatural Events Occur Near Athens
Unexplainable events have been observed since the
end of March by the inhabitants of a small province
of Athens. Scientists and biologists have been called
upon to investigate and study the flora and fauna
around the town, but answers to the population’s
questions remain elusive.
The people of this disturbed province had been
noticing that nature was going wrong. “Hoaryheaded frosts fall in the fresh lap of the crimson
rose,” said Thomas Creek, a farmer who has lived in
the small town all his life.
It all started when spring was supposed to
arrive. “Through this distemperature we see the seasons alter,” said John Williams, another inhabitant of
the town. “The spring, the summer, the childing
autumn and angry winter change their wonted liveries, and the mazèd world by their increase now
knows not which is which.”
The strange weather and stunted crops are not
the only disturbed things. “Rheumatic diseases do
abound. The winds have sucked up from the sea contagious fogs; which, falling in the land, hath every
pelting river made so proud that they have overborne

Wedding Escapade
Lysander and Hermia were reported missing last
night at 3 am in Athens. Demetrius, Hermia’s fiancé,
reported them missing.
Hermia was to be married to Demetrius by next
week but claimed she loved Lysander. “They were
last seen around 2:30 am by Egeus, Hermia’s father,”
stated officer Henry from the Athens Police Department. Demetrius and Egeus stated that they were
convinced that Lysander had kidnapped Hermia and
that they would press charges when the couple was
found. An anonymous witness claimed she’d seen the
pair run toward the forest just outside of town.
The police have found tracks of a man and a
woman headed towards the forest. Detective Williams said, “We’ll find them soon enough. The fiancé
doesn’t need to worry. Hermia will be back in time
for the wedding.”
Helena claimed that the pair was headed to
Lysander’s widowed aunt’s home. The police will
search the aunt’s home this afternoon.
Noah SWAN

their continents,” said Jane Daughtry, resident of the
troubled province. Many have lost their food, their
joy and their loved ones because of these events.
No one knows the cause of all these troubles, but
many are convinced that it is a punishment from
God. “The Lord hath sent these horrors upon us as a
scourge for our sins,” said Michael Francis, the local
priest of the town. Some even describe this punishment as a curse.
Another inhabitant, Paul Francis, who lives
alone in a small cabin in the forest, has an opinion
that is very different than his neighbors’. “I think all
these events are due to a disturbance between the
King and Queen of them fairies,” he stated. “Fairies
exist. I lives in the woods an’ sees them ev’ry day.
Methought mine ear heard them whisper about their
King and Queen quarrelling,” he added.
The scientists who were recruited to give the
population a clear analysis found no scientific explanation. “We are baffled,” said Dr Edmund James,
the head of the team of biologists. “It appears that all
these events chanced naturally. Nothing bewrays
otherwise.”
“Perchance there are people or creatures with
supernatural powers hiding in our town,” Alice Bennet, a resident, was heard to say after Dr James’ verdict was announced.
With no clear explanation to date, this puzzling
case could be one of the most important scientific discoveries of all time.
Adèle JOSSERAND
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Marriage Runaway
Hermia, daughter of Egeus, and her lover,
Lysander, ran away to the forest outside Athens in
the night of 20 June 1596, to wed secretly, avoiding
her father’s disapproval.
The love Hermia and Lysander shared was,
according to Theseus, Duke of Athens, the reason for
the young couple’s escape. He explained the facts
that had occurred earlier that morning. “Egeus, Hermia’s father, was willing to wed his child to Demetrius. He threatened to execute her if she refused,”
said Theseus. The Duke’s intervention was the cause
of a third choice: becoming a nun. It was under the
pressure of these choices that the couple ran away.
Before their flight, Hermia and Lysander told
Helena, a friend, of their plans. This information was
immediately reported to Demetrius, Hermia’s fiancé.
Helena claimed, “Hermia did tell me very clearly
‘Lysander and myself shall fly this place’” and
remarked that it was selfish to have run away and
left their families.
Hermia’s father was also upset. “Hermia shall be
severely punished, and as for Lysander, he deserves
to be hung!” he said when he discovered the news.
Hermia claimed having had a discussion about
love earlier on, and, according to her, Helena
declared herself madly in love with Demetrius. “I am
quite sure that she betrayed us only to hear a small
‘thank you’ from Demetrius.” After the young
woman confessed her feelings towards Helena, which
were, according to her, now extremely negative, she
explained her thoughts on Demetrius. “I do not
appreciate Demetrius, but in this situation, being followed around by Helena all over the place, well, I do
pity him.”
“I have no feelings towards Demetrius and I am
fondly in love with Lysander, whom I do wish to
wed. My father, who is now rather irked, threatens
me with death, but I do wish he would understand a
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21 June 1596
woman’s heart!” said Hermia.
Concerns were raised by the local police, who
have been considering a trial. According to Athens
Police, this sort of case deserves a trial. “Running
away is partly illegal and considering putting someone to death because of running away may be
banned by law,” said Achilles from the Athens Police
head department.
Zoé GODARD

Wedding Entertainment Rumours
Rumours have it that a group of craftsmen are
rehearsing to perform “The most lamentable comedy
and most cruel death of Pyramus and Thisbe” at Theseus and Hippolyta’s wedding in four days. The
group are thought to be practising in the forest at
night.
The rumour originated from Mr John Smith, the
local butcher, an eyewitness of one of the group’s
rehearsals. When interviewed, Theseus, the Duke of
Athens, stated, “I ordered Philostrate to organise
entertainment at my wedding [...] but I have no
knowledge of who these actors may be.”
The people who are suspected of being part of
the play are Quince the carpenter, Snug the joiner,
Bottom the weaver, Flute the bellows mender, Snout
the tinker and Starveling the tailor. Quince, the
leader, was unavailable for comment, but Bottom is
claiming that he is playing Pyramus. He insists his
fellow actors are incompetent and that he should play
all the parts.
Zac KENDALL
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Letters to the Editor
To the Editor
Re “Supernatural Events Occur Near Athens” by
Adèle Josserand
In reference to your article “Supernatural Events
Occur Near Athens” published on the 21st of June
1596, as a fairy connoisseur who has devoted more
than 20 years of their life to studying the links
between fairies and the human world, I believe that
this chaos is not the action of God, but the result of
the fairies’ wrath. In fact, nature has always
depended on the fairies and especially on the fairy
King Oberon and Queen Titania.
This isn’t the first time an event like this has happened. Only last month there was a brief drought,
and it didn't come out of nowhere but straight out of
Oberon’s dry throat. However, the drought is incomparable to what’s currently happening in our world
right now. Since the beginning of this month, everything is out of order in the human world and especially in nature, leading people to famine, thirst or
even death.
The reason this disaster is so violent and long is
because there is a quarrel going on between the couple, a very significant one. Their argument’s subject
is unknown, but most severe brawls in the fairy kingdom are caused by jealousy.
Not everybody is a fairy expert, but statistics
show that Oberon and Titania are the reason for

most natural catastrophes and are often to blame for
disasters as severe as this.
Leaving the King and Queen some privacy
throughout their dispute shall not do much to stop
what’s happening, but it will be enough to calm it
down.
Bethany HAK
London
One man claims to have seen fairies, but it is impossible! Many psychologists say that isolated people
believe in this because they are so lonely. I don’t
believe that aliens, mermaids and fairies exist, and I
am correct because this has been proven by experts
and scientists.
Also, anyone who says to have seen fairies
might just want attention to be in the newspaper. To
refer to fairies in the newspaper, you need more
proof. I would believe that they exist if I’d see one,
and many people agree with me. How come every
time you ask them to come, they never come, and
when you make a wish, no one grants it?
Anyway, even if they existed, in A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Shakespeare shows that fairies are
impossible to see.
That is the proof that fairies and other creatures
do not exist and never will.
Alex PINKOWSKI
La Celle Saint Cloud

Elizabethan Theatres
The Globe was built in 1599 and burned down or
was dismantled several times, to be rebuilt each time.
It still exists today, even though in a different place
than before (a parking lot took the original place).
Both upper and lower classes attended Shakespeare’s
plays at the Globe. Since not all could afford good
seats, the audience was divided in several parts.
These parts consisted of the poorest groundlings,
who stood in the orchestra area and paid one penny;
the gentry, who paid 2 or 3 pence to sit in the galleries; and the nobility who sat on the stage itself or in
rooms costing 12 pence or more. Indoor theatres
charged more; for example, the cheapest seat at
Blackfriars was sixpence.
The scenery was simple: drama was more literary than scenic and therefore relied more upon actors
and their lines than on scenery. This meant that a
simple change of props could be a change of location.
Sound effects were made by breaking timber and
other objects, fireworks, trumpet calls and numerous

other techniques. In 1613 a cannon was fired during
a performance of Henry VIII. A fire caught, and the
Globe burned down!
Charles LE GALL POWELL-SMITH
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Behind Bottom
Hello, John. We are here today to discuss your opinions on
your role in A Midsummer Night’s Dream as Bottom the
weaver. Would you like to share your opinions with the public?
John: Of course. The public has the right to know
everything about how I feel about playing Bottom
the weaver in Shakespeare’s new play.
Thank you. Your full name is John Alfray. You work as an
actor for the Lord Chamberlain’s Men at the Globe Theatre.
John: That is right. I have worked there for three
years.
How did you get to work with the Lord Chamberlain’s Men?
John: I did theatre in St Paul’s school, and the head
was a friend of Shakespeare's, so sometimes he came
to our plays. When we finished our education there,
he would select some to be in the Lord Chamberlain’s
Men.
Impressive. But tell me, how do you feel about working with
the great famous Shakespeare?
John: Shakespeare is a great man. He writes great
plays and great poetry. He knows all the pros and
cons in each one of us, so he knows what part to give
to us actors.
But what if Shakespeare gave you a part that you dislike?
John: All of Shakespeare’s parts are great, and even
if one of us actors think the part he gave us isn’t what
we had in mind, we don’t complain because we do it
for our love of theatre.
For you and the other actors, being an actor isn’t just your
work. It’s also your passion.
John: Exactly.
What do you think about A Midsummer Night’s
Dream?
John: Shakespeare wanted to show how men had
power over women even though they might be strong
women. The fairies add a touch of magic to the play.
The Mechanicals, a group of workmen who act the
famous tragical play Pyramus and Thisbe, are very
funny. This is the sort of play I personally like.
What about Bottom? What do you think of him?
John: What I think of Bottom is that he wants everything without thinking of others – in a word, selfish. But I like being Bottom because he is a pretty
funny character.
Would you have liked to play another character instead of
Bottom?
John: Possibly Puck because he plays tricks on
“mortals” as he calls them, which ends up being quite
funny in, for example, Bottom’s case.
Thank you very much, John, for answering my questions,
and good luck with your play.
John: My pleasure.
Farah ABDELKHALEK

Q&A with Egeus
Hello, Egeus. I would just like to ask you a few questions.
Why do you want Demetrius to marry your daughter and
not Lysander?
Egeus: Well, I just think he is more suitable for my
gorgeous daughter.
What do you mean exactly by more suitable? Could you be
more precise?
Egeus: He has got the expertise for a man who
deserves to marry my daughter. He is rich, handsome, caring and charming.
Thank you. And what do you think of your friend Theseus
giving other options to your daughter than the one you gave
her?
Egeus: I think he should let me take care of MY
daughter. He should take care of himself and leave
me alone.
But didn’t you ask him to come and talk about it with you,
Demetrius, Lysander and Hermia, your daughter?
Egeus: Well, yes, but I didn’t ask him to give her
another option. Do you have another question?
If an actor had to be chosen to play you in A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, how would you like him to play you?
Which quality would you like him to have?
Egeus: I never really thought about this question,
but I think I would imagine him being imposing. I
would like him to play with a strong voice, and his
main quality would probably be to know which tone
to use at the right moment.
One last question, are you really capable of killing your own
daughter? If yes, are you going to do it?
Egeus: Yes, I am capable, and yes, I will kill her if
she doesn’t listen to me. But I hope I won’t need to.
Arthur HOELLINGER
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William Shakespeare
Born April 1564 in a small English town named
Stratford-upon-Avon and deceased on the 23rd of
April 1616, William Shakespeare was the greatest
playwright of all time. He died on his 52nd birthday
in Stratford-upon-Avon.
Shakespeare was the man behind 37 famous
plays, for example, Romeo and Juliet and A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. In his lifetime he was a very successful
actor, poet, playwright and co-owner of the Globe
Theatre. In his childhood, Shakespeare attended a
free grammar school where he learned Latin and
Greek. At the age of 18 he married 26-year-old and
pregnant Anne Hathaway. They had three children,
but one of the three, Hamnet, died at the age of 11 in
1596. For seven years, after the birth of Hamnet and
his twin sister Judith, Shakespeare disappeared. He
reappeared in London in 1592. When theatres
reopened because the plague was over, he joined a
group called the Lord Chamberlain’s Men. Shakespeare retired in 1613.
He was preceded in death by his father John, his
mother Mary, his son Hamnet and several of his
brothers and sisters. He was survived by his wife
Anne and two daughters, Susanna and Judith. The
location of his grave site is unknown but William
Shakespeare will be remembered forever.
Owen CHIU

"Life always inspires me"
Shortly before his death, Shakespeare granted an
exclusive interview to The Midsummer Telegraph.
Your biography will be released in two weeks. Have you been
contacted by the author of this book?
WS: No, not at all.
Oh, really? Does that bother you?

WS: No, not all. I’m very excited to read this book
to check if most of the information is correct.
So I’ll start from the beginning. When did you start to get
interested in theatre?
WS: I’m not very sure, but the first time I saw a
theatre play I really loved it. I think it was at the age
of 5, and since this moment I knew that I wanted
drama to be my job.
Wow! When you started to get really interested in drama,
what did you prefer between writing and acting?
WS: I really loved acting when I was 16 or 17, but I
kept in mind that my real goal was to write theatre
plays and then stage them. I was really excited about
the idea of choosing actors, costumes.
Some people say that you really hate your first play Two
Gentlemen of Verona. Is that true?
WS: Yes, it is. After publishing this play, it wasn’t at
all a great success. I was ashamed and even thought
of killing myself.
Seriously?
WS: It was such a terrible moment, but my wonderful mother helped me by convincing me to continue
to write plays.
People often say that an author writes the greatest things in
hardest moments. Was this the case for you?
WS: No. I don’t know how this is possible because
in my case I wasn’t able to concentrate, so I couldn’t
write any nice things.
Most dramatists use their own experience to write plays. Is
this the case for you, and if yes, can you give us an example?
WS: Yes, definitely. Life always inspires me for everything – not only for writing plays, but also when I
stage my plays. I am inspired by real life. Most of the
time I have a notebook with me (takes it out of his
pocket) to take notes about what I see in the streets
and city.
Wow, very interesting! Well, thank you very much, Mr.
Shakespeare!
Valentin PEYNICHOU

Bear
baiting at
Bankside!
Monday to
Saturday
2 pm
Admittance 1
farthing
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Sonnets
Reading a Good Book
I can feel the rising beat of my heart
As I prepare to join this adventure.
I do not know the heroes that take part
Nor even what will bring them together.
I lock myself into my room and read
This book that will not want to leave my mind.
I cheer as they succeed, weep as they bleed.
Then, before I know it, it is behind.
I close it with never-ending sadness.
This book that’s been the focus of my day.
Now I wish I was able to erase
The memory of this story of May.
I will not forget the tale of these men,
Though I wish I could – to read it again.
Annouck BOREL

American Sonnet
When I arrived in the United States,
I knew no one and was completely lost.
Early on I found out you must love steaks
If you don’t want to be completely tossed.
If you want to be one of the cool guys,
You have to love all American sports.
Most popular guys won at least a prize,
‘Cause girls love athletic boys of all sorts.
Can you believe pizza is a veggie?
Now you understand why they are all fat.
It doesn’t matter ‘cause they are friendly,
And I really like them a lot for that.
Americans are the nicest people;
Living with them’s a great experience.

My Daily Routine
I feel the sun lighting my sleeping eyes.
This means that I must quit my cozy bed,
And silently I eat my apple pies,
Then leave the house chewing my chunk of bread.
Like every day I know that I'm late,
But I feel like a zombie on my bike
Who finally reaches at last the gate
Of school and slaloms through a group of tykes.
And sleeping on my desk I’m waiting for
The bell to ring which means the end of class,
Then I rush home. I feel tired no more,
Eat my snack lying on the comfy grass.
And the next day it will all start again,
Again and again, again and again.
Johanna DELAHODDE

Edouard BOU-BOINNE
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Sonnets
The Best Man

He was the one who fed me the first time.
He always said I was the prettiest
And the smartest when I can’t make a rhyme.
He clapped the loudest at my school’s contest.
I love him. Wish he’d stay like this, ageless.
Sometimes he took me to the restaurant.
I was proud to be just the two of us.
He bought me markers, although I wasn’t
An artist. I still have them ‘cause they’re gold
To me. He makes the most horrible jokes
But the funniest. He thinks he’ll be bold.
The thing I like the most is when he cooks.
This man is my dad. I want him to know
After all I’ve said, I offer this show.
Juliet DROUARD

Sonnet 2
An exciting day it was today
For it was the birthday of my best friend.
This comic friend invited me to play
In his house in London at the West End.
First he showèd me his beautiful house.
Then he said, “Come see my favourite toys!”
He made me see an odd-looking green mouse,
But his mum said, “Come and play outside, boys!”
There we saw a fox and thought it was fake,
But it was not, so we took our tea time.
For tea time we ate the best tasting cake.
This magnificent cake was made with lime.
Then my mum came and it was time to go,
So before I left, I said, “Good-bye, Joe.”
Romain GODINOT

Resisting Urges
Right now as I look over the hill tops
My mind begins to wander. Tomorrow –
Maybe not – next week, perhaps I will stop.
I shall. I dare not wallow in sorrow.
I wish for some sort of consolation.
These feelings I have wash through heart and soul.
Fighting instincts I seek isolation.
I push and pull, trying to gain control.
I try stifling my burning desire.
I persuade my conscience that bad is good.
I keep my gaze on the source o’th’fire,
Knowing what deliciousness I’ve withstood.
I quickly give in to my heart’s demands
And eat that fried chicken with my bare hands.
Ijeoma KANJOR
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Sonnet
The House

It is a big house with lots of windows.
There’s a garden with beautiful flowers.
There’s a patio to roast marshmallows.
It is pretty in the night’s small hours.
Each room is a different bright color,
The ceiling high above the spacious floor.
The garden diffuses a sweet odor
The sun shines brightly above the closed door.
But the birds on the trees have stopped singing
And the big beautiful house is empty.
The sky is gray; it keeps on saddening
The bright rooms and creates hurtful pity.
So the lonely house stands still and lifeless
The silence broken by hard cries, joyless.
Alice ROTTMAN

A Poem Is ...
Brother
Brother, life is made of meetings and long journeys
That always make you stronger.

You might take a stroll on the boulevard of despair
And come across frustration and his good friend
anger,

Those old friends you will always regret meeting.
Or you could also skip through the valley of joy,

While love and happiness are picnicking under a tree.
But you might also crawl through the hole under the
fence of control,

And slip and fall in the cold river of mistakes.

You might be forced into the dark alley of fear,
Bur brother, look up to the sky of life

And you will find a dazzling star: hope.

You see, people will always want to stop you

But brother, never forget, that star is always in the sky
somewhere,

And wherever you go, it will shine for you.

Adèle JOSSERAND, 4e

Snowflakes
On a cold wintery day, billions of white particles are
set free from the clouds,

Billions of blue-hued ice crystals make their way to
the ground,

Often making the happiness or even annoyance of
some.

Snow is a magical blanket that covers all unprepossessing things,

The downy blanket turning these into a blessing.
It doesn’t take long though,

Until everybody wants to amuse themselves,
Snow being the victim.

The once all white winter wonderland is now ice cold
slushy mud,

The crunch now turned splash.

The feather-like flakes can also freeze to become a
danger,

Scraping the knees of the small.

We often complain about this, forgetting we once
enjoyed it,

Only because we ruined it.

Bethany HAK, 4e
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Macbeth: The Quiz

Start by answering A-Down, which will give
you one letter of each of the remaining clues.
DOWN
A The "fiend-like queen".
ACROSS
1 The true nature of Macbeth.
2 Macbeth's "best" friend.
3 King of Scotland
4 "Never shake thy ____ locks at me!"
5 One not born of woman.
6 "Most royal sir, _______ is scaped."
7 The rightful heir to the Scottish throne.
8 The moving wood.
9 Playwright.
10 "Out, damned ____! Out, I say!"
11 The weird sisters.

DOWN: Lady Macbeth.
ACROSS: evil, Banquo, Duncan, gory, Macduff, Fleance, Malcolm, Birnam, Shakespeare, spot, witches.
Answers

Congratulations!!!
Welcome to
all incoming pupils accepted in the
International Section of Collège Pasteur
~~~
Congratulations to
all graduating pupils on the successful completion
of their collège years in the International Section

~~~
And warm good wishes to other pupils who are leaving us!

